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Spock: “There’s something disquieting about these creatures.”

McCoy: “Don’t tell me you’ve got a feeling.”

Spock: “Don’t be insulting, doctor. They remind me of lilies of the field. They toil not, neither do they spin, but
they seem to eat a great deal. | see no practical use for them.”

McCoy: “Does everything have to have a practical use for you? They’re nice, soft, and furry, and they make a
pleasant sound.”

Spock: “So would an ermine violin, but | see no advantage in having one.”

from “The Trouble With Tribbles” (Star Trek, Season 2, Episode 15)

Ermine was premiered by Graeme Jennings at Northwestern University’s Vail Chapel on March 6, 2013 as part of
his residency at Northwestern’s Institute for Contemporary Music.

A full recording of the premiere is available to stream at http://www.cfimusic.com/works/ermine/



Notation

bow staff: this staff indicates the action of the bow. The bottom line corresponds to the tip, the top
line corresponds to the frog, and the middle line corresponds to the bow’s half-way point. Thus, a line
which is moving up on the bow staff would indicate an up-bow and a line which is moving down would
indicate a down-bow. The thickness of the line on the bow staff indicates bow pressure.

fingerboard staff: this staff corresponds to the full length of the strings from the nut (at bottom) to the
bridge (at top). At any given moment, there will be two lines notated on the fingerboard staff. The top
line indicates the bow’s contact point on the strings, with the very top being extreme sul pont. The
bottom line indicates the left hand’s placement on the strings. It is unimportant which fingers or hand
position are used as long as the hand’s motion corresponds to the indicated shape.

' bowed/fingered strings: which strings are bowed and fingered are indicated using roman numerals
I above the fingerboard staff.

Left-hand finger pressure is notated below the fingerboard staff.

@ normal (non-harmonic) finger pressure.
@ harmonic finger pressure.

left-hand finger action: grace note stems beneath the fingerboard staff indicate the action of the
left-hand fingers. Specific fingers or intervals are unimportant.

@ standard notation

Rhythm
All of the rhythmic information is given between the two staves. The indicated rhythms are to be interpreted as
strict rational rhythms. No meter is given and the effort should be made to avoid any agogic stress.

A click track is available for download at: http://www.cflmusic.com/works/ermine/
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Chicago, January-February 2013







